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T
ake a moment to envision your
practice in the year 2015. How will
you handle the anticipated increase

in patients and changes in reimbursement?
What will be the must-have technology?
This issue of Doctor’s Digest discusses
the foreseeable changes that will have the

most impact on your practice and what you should do
now to prepare for them.

Author Vanessa Geneva Ahern starts by talking
about healthcare reform’s incentives, the timeline for
change, and options you should consider now. To
make 2015 come alive, she describes what a typical
day in the office will be like then, including the role
of the medical home and the e-visit. She outlines
key standards and rules that experts say are likely
to affect your practice. Next she goes into detail
about electronic health records and other tech-
nology trends. Finally, Vanessa helps you look

ahead to green initiatives that may be the norm for your
practice in just a few years.

If you’re looking for a change, start with Doctor’s Digest’s new free
Job/Career Center—available now on our Website at doctorsdigest.net. 

I’m excited to announce the Doctor’s Digest Practice Solution Center™,
the first truly interactive practice management solution center. This one-
stop resource will be available online, via e-mail, or on the iPad beginning
with our January/February issue.  You’ll find the same content that you’ve
come to rely on, now in the palm of your hand, loaded with interactive fea-
tures that only digital access can provide including these:  
� Doctor's Digest SPEED READ—20 Top Practice Management Tips from

the current issue
� Doctor's Digest–Money Matters—Personal finance tips from residency

to retirement
� NEW! Job/Career Center—Available on the iPad in January
� REAL TIME! Medication/Hazard Alerts and access to the error-report-

ing form from the Institute for Safe Medication Practices (ISMP)
� Scroll Strip for easy issue previewing, bookmarking, e-mail, and various

search functions
As this cutting-edge practice management tool shows, I remain dedicat-

ed to helping you bridge the gap between the practice of medicine and 
the business of medicine. Let me know what you think. Contact me 
at jbrandofino@doctorsdigest.net or by fax to 516-364-2575.

Jeannette Brandofino
Publisher

e-mail: jbrandofino@doctorsdigest.net
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The Impact of Healthcare Reform 8
Understand how to position your practice to handle changes in pay-
ment and a surge of new patients.     

A Day in the Office         26
See the impact of changes in patient population and technology by walk-
ing through a typical day in a primary care office in 2015. 

Key Standards and Rules    38
Discover how changes in standards for measuring clinical success will
affect you and your staff. 

EHRs and Other Tech Trends  60
Develop realistic expectations for what your EHR system can do as well
as how e-visits and cellphones will affect your interactions with patients.

The Green Office 70
Find out how eco-friendly products and construction will become more
mainstream and more affordable.

For More Information 79

The next few years are likely to be pivotal for your practice. The year

2015 will be a critical time for medical technology—that’s when you’ll

start being penalized for not having an electronic health record (EHR)—

and it’s also when your office needs to be ready to handle other laws and

trends that may impact everything from your business model to the type

of paper towel you stock. This issue of Doctor’s Digest will explore

those current and upcoming challenges and will offer practice advice on

how you can prepare now to be a best practice in 2015. 
We begin by examining the specific impact of healthcare reform on your

practice. Next we show you how a 2015 day in the office might play out,
starting with your waiting room and continuing through patient follow-
up. We explore the effects of e-visits,  the patient-centered medical home,
and the ethical and legal issues that will be at the forefront. 

Next we address changing rules and regulations that will affect your of-
fice processes in such areas as emergency management, hazardous and
toxic waste, and human resources.  Then we look at technology trends in
2015 and address the question of whether EHRs truly herald the advent
of a paperless office. Finally, we tell you why you’re increasingly likely
to have an environmentally friendly office and supply 10 ways to start
making your office green today.

Your Office in 2015


