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A
re you planning to upgrade
your electronic health record
(EHR) system or buy a new

one? Don’t make any decisions until
you’ve read this issue of Doctor’s Di-
gest. In what may be our most practi-
cal and timely issue ever, this resource

will explain the new federal standards and incentives
and then give you insights from the experts to help
you make smart decisions for your practice.

Author Elizabeth Gardner starts by explaining
the federal criteria not only for this year but for
the near future so you can plan now. Then she
gives you tips on how to choose a system, pay-
ing particular attention to what “certified” real-
ly means. She details how your practice can
achieve meaningful use and why systems that
came out before the Health Information Tech-
nology for Economic and Clinical Health

(HITECH) Act may never meet the new guidelines. She 
explains the connections between HITECH and other incentive 

programs and privacy concerns and what they mean for healthcare
in general. Finally, she discusses why your first stop in finding help
in your EHR journey should be a Health IT Regional Extension 
Center (REC).

When it comes to help in finding a job or filling a position, your
first stop should be Doctor’s Digest’s new employment service,
HCP ExchangeTM. Whether you’re a solo, small- or medium-size
practice, you don’t want to miss this FREE service for physicians.
Just go to doctorsdigest.net or look for it in the new, FREE Doctor's
Digest Practice Solution Center iPad app. This app really delivers!
It's available now in iTunes.   

I remain dedicated to helping you bridge the gap between the
practice of medicine and the business of medicine. As always, I look
forward to hearing from you. Contact me at jbrandofino@doctors
digest.net or by fax to 516-364-2575.

Jeannette Brandofino
Publisher

e-mail: jbrandofino@doctorsdigest.net
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A Free Classified Ad 
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Ads will also appear 
beginning April 2011 
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Doctor’s Digest – Practice Solution 
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your search!
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It’s time to make critical decisions about your electronic health records

(EHR) system. But first you need a detailed understanding of the incen-

tives and “meaningful use” requirements as outlined in the federal Health

Information Technology for Economic and Clinical Health (HITECH)

Act. This issue of Doctor’s Digest breaks down this complex and confus-

ing topic into easy-to-understand segments and practical tips that you can

begin using today. 
Author Elizabeth Gardner first guides you through the basics of HITECH,

including specifics like registering for payments and seeing how partici-
pating in HITECH can work with other incentive programs you may already
be involved with.  She then explains what HITECH certification really
means and how that and other insights will help you choose the right sys-
tem for your practice. She then dissects the meaning of meaningful use so
that you can lose no time in meeting incentive requirements. Next she out-
lines how core HITECH meaningful use criteria will have an impact on the
way you connect with patients, hospitals, and others, and why you should
be looking at privacy issues now. Finally she offers a new option: connect-
ing with a Health IT Regional Extension Center (REC) in order to cut costs
and get the help you need to earn HITECH money for your practice.
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